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Synopsis

A Land Remembered has been ranked #1 Best Florida Book eight times in annual polls conducted
by Florida Monthly Magazine. PIn this best-selling novel, Patrick Smith tells the story of three
generations of the Maclveys, a Florida family who battle the hardships of the frontier to rise from a
dirt-poor Cracker life to the wealth and standing of real estate tycoons. The story opens in 1858,
when Tobias Maclvey arrives in the Florida wilderness to start a new life with his wife and infant
son, and ends two generations later in 1968 with Solomon Maclvey, who realizes that the land has
been exploited far beyond human need. The sweeping story that emerges is a rich, rugged Florida
history featuring a memorable cast of crusty, indomitable Crackers battling wild animals, rustlers,
Confederate deserters, mosquitoes, starvation, hurricanes, and freezes to carve a kingdom out of
the swamp. But their most formidable adversary turns out to be greed, including finally their own.
Love and tenderness are here too: the hopes and passions of each new generation, friendships with
the persecuted blacks and Indians, and respect for the land and its wildlife. A Land Remembered
was winner of the Florida Historical Society’s Tebeau Prize as the Most Outstanding Florida
Historical Novel. Now in its 14th hardcover printing, it has been in print since 1984 and is also

available in trade paperback.
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Customer Reviews

A Land Remembered is an amazing book that tells the story of three generations of the Maclvey

family. The novel takes place in Central Florida, starting before the Civil War. The first generation



arrives in Central Florida with literally nothing but their determination, desperation and their love for
each other.Patrick Smith paints a clear and detailed picture of the endurance and sacrifice made by
a young couple in order to even just barely get by. The stark reality he portray is extremely vivid.The
hardships that are experienced by the different generations range from natures fury in fires, ice
storms, insect swarms covering miles and miles of the grasslands, hurricanes to the emotional
hardships of sacrifice, lost love, doubt and loneliness. The Maclvey family looses their footing in
several business ventures through the natural disasters and also through the greed of others. The
one thing they never loose is their love and caring and determination to take care of their family and
to see each other through the difficult times that they are faced with. Each generation must come to
terms with what is is truely important in their lives and the simple values that the family began with
always seem to come clearly into focus.The visions of Florida as a raw, unsettled land that tolerates
but never encourages those daring enough to challenge her have a unique clarity to them.Through
everything that occurs, this wonderful family pulls together, creating a history that Patrick Smith has

crafted into an unforgettable novel.

Patrick Smith gives the reader an opportunity to glimpse at Florida from 1848 to 1970 through the
eyes of the Maclvey family members over three generations. It is an enthralling book, if you're
interested in the state of Florida from before Civil War times through present day era. | have read
this book four times and am very much a fan of this author. In fact, | have met this studious writer of
history, twice. Step back in time and read about Florida in its days of infancy. Enjoy reading about a
family that survived in spite of rough times, the elements, outlaws, and animal predators. | have
read this to my class and they beg you to keep going! They enjoyed it tremendously! If you do read

it, I'm sure you will be captivated by its great story and the personnae of its characters.

As a history professor, I've found numerous people have used A Land Remembered as their
introduction to Florida history. | finally gave in and read it myself and can see why this is the
case.Patrick Smith compellingly recreates an aspect of Florida history that predates Disney,
NASCAR racing, tourism and "God’s waiting room." He takes the reader on a three-generation
journey through Florida history from the Civil War to the 1960s. Told through the experiences of the
Maclvey family, it recounts the family’s rise from hardscrabble poverty to wealth and influence.At the
same time, we see the evolution of Florida to the state it is today, and laments over its change, a
"land remembered." Along the way the reader will encounter the formative events of Florida history

from the Civil War onward.Smith’s portrayal of Florida’s cattle raising history should enlighten many



readers of a little known and often neglected part of Florida’s history.The book may be flawed in

some of its literary aspects, but for accessible history it has few peers.

I’'m a student in 9th Grade at a high school in Miami, Florida, and we were told to read A Land
Remembered. At first, | was thinking "a book about Florida in the 1800’s, who wants to read this!". |
was totally surprised of how good this book was once | started reading it! It's about a fictional family,
the Maclvey’s, that are struggling to survive in early Florida. The story is filled with passion, love,
suspense, it has some poignant sections, and it has a dash of humor one in a while. | recommend it
to anyone who wants to be entertained and at the same time wants to learn about the history of

Florida. You won’t be able to put it down!

I've read this book MANY times...starting 13 years ago when | was in the 11th grade! Our teacher
had Patrick Smith come to our school and we got to meet and talk to him about his book. Let’s just
say that this book had such an impact on me that when | became an English teacher | had my
students read it! Every student in my class fell in love with it and couldn’t put it down. Even students
who proudly declared, "I've never read a book in my life," devoured it. It is easy to read but has such
a deep meaning for Floridians.The Maclveys are amazing...the way they dealt with life in the
wilderness is so fun to read about. This book has something for everyone...romance, friendship,
war, history, you name it. It portrays a pretty accurate picture of how Florida developed over the
years. | highly recommend it for anyone from Florida or anyone wanting to study Florida history. It is

one of my most treasured novels that | could read over and over again.

Patrick Smith’s biography must be wrong; he was surely born in Florida. | enjoyed A Time
Remembered more than any other book | have read. While its down-to-earth characters and
smoothly flowing action make it enjoyable to anyone, the book is especially endearing to me and my
cracker family. | am currently reading it to my grandfather, born 84 years ago in Kissimmee (one of
the towns featured in the book). As we read, we stop constantly for him to comment on the places
and activities of the characters or just to reminisce. According to my expert, Smith’s characters and
settings are entirely authentic. Each hurdle the characters surmount is true to my grandfather’s
memory. | highly recommend this book to anyone who wishes to know more about Florida than just
sand and beaches. Those of us who know the real meaning of a cracker will especially appreciate
Smith’s work.
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